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CHAPTER Two 


2:1 


[A] [77a] They do not expound upon the laws of prohibited relationships 
[Lev. 18] before three persons, the Works of Creation [Gen. 1] 
before two, or the Chariot [Ezek. 1] before one, 


[B] unless he was a sage and understands of his own knowledge. 


[C] Whoever reflects upon four things would have been better off had he 
not been born: 


[D] what is above, what is below, what is before, and what is beyond. 


[E] And whoever has no concern for the glory of his maker would have 
been better off had he not been born. 


[I:1 A] The forbidden degrees are not expounded to three. R. [Ab]ba [said] 
in the name of R. Judah, “This [halakhah] comes from R. Aqiba” [in 
whose view one participating actively and passively in a prohibited 
sexual encounter violates one prohibition, based on his exposition of a 
particular verse]. 


[B] But [not] according to R. Ishmael, who taught, “Explicit warnings 
[must be given] about the matter [before the transgressor becomes 
liable to punishment],” based on his exposition of the verses; the 
subtle distinction may easily be lost by the inattention stemming from 
by-play [between two of the three students]. 


[C] Zs this the law? 


[D] R. Ammi sat teaching, “(One gives a warning to] both the active 
partner and to the passive one” 


[E] This tells [us] that the law is according to R. Ishmael. 


[1I:1 A] Nor the Work of Creation to two. R. [Ab]ba in the name of R. 
Judah: “This [halakhah] comes from R. Aqiba.” 


